
1

Efficient Presentation Skills

Bondor Cosmina-Ioana, PhD

A

S

K

ALWAYS

SEEK

KNOWLEDGE



Objectives

• Students will

– Utilize PowerPoint for making presentations

– Become public speakers

• Communicate efficient

• Cite references 



How to use PowerPoint



Visibility

• Minimum: 
– Titles - 32 point font size

– Text in bulleted lists - 20 point font size

• Appropriate colors
– High contrast between background and letters

– Certain color combinations are inappropriate
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The Composition

• One major concept per slide

• Keep slides simple



Interest groups - Functions

1) Participation: enhance population participation in politics and deliver their opinions to politicians

2) Representation: widening the range of opinions considered when making a decision. 

3) Political education: members can learn about the political process

4) Motivation: drawing new issues to the attention of governments, providing more information, 
develop new policy option. 

5) Mobilization: by building pressure for action and support for certain policies. 

6) Monitoring: assessing the performance and behavior of governments. Increasing public sector 
accountability. 

7) Provision: delivering services to population – missionary groups (Peterson 1999). 

8) Conducting scientific research. 

9) Providing technical advice.

10) Taking legal action or the threat of action against governments or corporations.  
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Use of Text (Rule of 6 )

6 lines per slide

6 words per line

No full sentences only for quotations

Delete verbs, articles



Echinococcosis/ Hydatid Disease

• Echinococcosis/ Hydatid Diseases occurs when this tapeworm of 
parasitic origin infects the human intermediate host. Other 
intermediate hosts include sheep and cattle.

• In its adult phase, the tapeworm lives in the intestines of dog 
species worldwide which serve as the definitive host.

• Humans and other intermediate hosts become infected when 
ingesting food or water contaminated by dog feces. The tapeworm 
eggs are ingested during play with dogs or by consumption of 
fecally contaminated garden vegetables.

• Most human cases occur in areas where dogs and livestock are 
raised together.



Echinococcosis/ Hydatid Disease

• Dogs definitive hosts 
• Also sheep and cattle
• Tapeworm infects human host

–Dog feces in food/water
–Tapeworm eggs touching dogs 
–Fecally contaminated garden vegetables

• Incidence greater near dogs and livestock
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Black background or white?
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Text or picture?

• Use images when is possible

• “An image is like 1000 words”
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Use of Images

• Use one image per slide

– maximum

• Two image/slide 

• Do not distort the image

• Use large image, 

– not blur

• Refer the source of the image

– author, book/article/website, date, URL
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Citation of References

Refer images and studies on slide

– author, title of article, journal, date

OR

• References on last slide  

• www.tsnap.tk is not a reference

• NEVER CITE Wikipedia or other sources which are not primary 
literature

http://www.mdconsult.com/


• ?
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Use of Animation/Transitions

• Take time – audience can be distract by animation 

• Should enhance

• Should be subtle

• Only one effect of animation or transition

• Use same transition between slides



Over animation

• distract

• annoying

• give headaches

• other?



Number of Slides

• Check the timing

• 1 slide = 1 – 2 minutes

• Less time for image slides

• Time for questions?



Speak Loud and Clear

• Talk loud 

• Talk to the audience 

• Speak at reasonable pace, not too fast or slow

• Use a microphone if necessary 

• Use professional language



Behavior, posture

• Face your audience 

• Maintain eye contact with audience 

• Point the text rapidly and re-orient to the audience

• Display high energy

• Dress professionally  



Audience Involvement

• Involve the audience  

• Ask questions, wait for response

• Repeat what they say 

• Plan small group activities

• Write responses on a board



Practice

• Individual: rehearse with loud voice or with a friend

• Group: rehearse as a group 
– Check timing 

– Provide feedback to each other 

• Rehearse without PowerPoint 

• Rehearse with PowerPoint in classroom 

• Check if the PowerPoint presentation is working at the 
computer you will present on 



Giving the Presentation

• Introduce topic 

• Introduce all speakers 

• State the objectives

• Motivate: why?

• Present the material

• Review at the end

• If time, assess audience understanding



Thank you!


