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Objectives 

• Students will 
– Do PubMed search 

– Locate full articles from PubMed search 

– Link out to full text articles 
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Find articles 
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Where? 

• Pubmed (NLM) 

• Google Scholar 

• Embase 

• MdConsult 
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What? 

• Links to  

– Full text journal articles 

– Books 

– EBM databases 

– Save Searches and citations 
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References: Medical literature 
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 Primary literature:  

Peer Reviewed journal articles 

 Secondary literature:  

Not peer reviewed  Primary 

Secondary 

Primary 

Secondary 



Levels of Peer Reviewed Information 
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Original 
research 

Review 
articles 

Books 



What is MEDLINE? 

• Database of bio-medical journals (medical, dental, nursing, veterinary, …) 
• Old Index Medicus database 
• Service of National Library of Medicine (NLM) 
• 5,271 biomedical journals, most are peer reviewed  
• Nearly 18+ million citations (around 70,000 new/month) 
• From 1860 (abstracts from 1950s) 
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What is MEDLINE? 

• Articles are indexed by real people (they read, analyze, and 
classify all articles) 

• Indexed (by medical terms, search keywords) 

• All terms  Controlled Vocabulary (Thesaurus) called MeSH 
(Medical Subject Headings). 

• MeSH includes sets of subheadings that apply to each term 
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Go to PubMed 

• www.Google.ro 

• Search for Pubmed or MeSH 
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PubMed MEDLINE 

11 Tutorials 

Type search terms 



Results 
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Large number of hits. 



Results 
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Large number of hits. 

Scroll down to ‘Search Details’ 

to show the search sintax.  (You 

can modify the search by typing 

in the text box.) 



Search Goal 

Maximum 30 Good Articles 
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Use filters 
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Filters 

• Article type: review, clinical trial etc. 
• Text availability: full text, abstract, free full text 
• Publication dates: 5 years, 10 years… 
• Species: Humans, Animals 
• Languages: English, customize 
• Sex: Male, Female 
• Journal categories: Core clinical journals, Dental journals, Nursing journals 
• Ages: child, infant, adult…. 
• Subjects 
• Search fields: Author, Title, Institution, Journal name etc. 
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Search parodontosis + filters: humans, free full text, 
review, english, aged 65+ 
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Click! 



Full text link 
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Title 

Journal title! 

Authors 

Year, Volume, Pages 
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Full text link 



• Download 
pdf 
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Title 

Journal title! 

Authors 

Year, Volume, Pages 



References in Vancouver Style 
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Advanced search 
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• Multiple Terms: 

• Use Advanced Search  

• History 

• #2 AND #3 

• Click on number of hits 
to see results 
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Combining Searches 



Search Strategies 

• AND, OR, NOT, parentheses 
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“medication errors” AND “quality 
improvement” NOT (ambulatory OR 

“nursing home”) 



AND – both terms 

• “First term” AND “second term” 

• List all results that have both terms 
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OR – both terms or only one 

• “First term” OR “second term” 

• List all results that have: 

–  Both terms 

– Only first term 

– Only second term 
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NOT 

• NOT “term” 

• List only the results without “term” 
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Finding Full Text Articles 

Pubmed Linked to full text?  No… 

1. Search Google Scholar for the article title. 
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Exercise 

• Write a clinical question 

• What kinds of articles do you want to answer this question 

• Locate first 10 articles on search 

• Find the full text articles 

• Print one of the full text articles or email the articles to 
yourself 

33 



Review of Pubmed features 

• Sintax - Details 

• Limits/filters 

• Advanced Search  

– History (combine searches) 

• Link to full text article 
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• Thank you! 
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